
 

METHODOLOGICAL SHEET
ILAC Indicators
(The unshaded areas are to be filled in at national level)
INDICATOR IDENTIFICATION
	Thematic area
	1.BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY

	ILAC Objective
	1.1 Increase in land area covered by forest

	Specific Objective
	1.1.1. Ensure sustainable management of the Region’s forest resources, significantly reducing deforestation rates.

	Indicator Name
	1.1.1.1 Proportion of area covered by forests

	Unit of Measurement
	Percentage 

	Time Period
	Most countries in the Region update data on forest cover every five to eight years. 

	Application Scale
	National

	Availability
	From
	
	To
	


GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF INDICATOR
	Definition
	This indicator gives the percentage of the area covered by forest in relation to the total area of the country’s territory.
Forests are defined as lands that extend for more than 0.5 hectare, with trees more than 5m tall and with a canopy cover greater than 10%, or of trees able to reach a minimum height of 5m in situ.  The definition includes natural forests and forest plantations as well as forests used primarily for production, conservation or multiple uses.  It does not include land meant for predominantly agricultural or urban use.
The total size of the territory of the country is the total area of the country’s land, excluding the area covered by inland water bodies (major rivers and lakes).

	Methodology
	The formula used to calculate this indicator is:
Proportion of the area covered by forests = 
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Where: 

A = Area of the country covered by forests (km2) in year i  
B = Total area of the country’s territory (km2) in year i

	Methodology (if modified by country)
	

	International source
	Forest area: 

Forest Resources Assessment (FRA) 2005 of the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). http://www.fao.org/forestry/site/fra2005/es/
Country’s land area:

United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO).  Online FAOSTAT statistical database. http://faostat.fao.org/
Moreover, this indicator is calculated and published by the Millennium Development Goals Indicators online database...http://mdgs.un.org/ 

	 National source
	In general, this information is produced by institutions linked to management and control of natural resources, such as Ministries of Agriculture, of the Environment, or others.


	Type of information source
	Census
	
	Survey
	
	Administrative Record
	

	
	Monitoring Station
	
	Direct Estimate
	
	Others
	

	
	Others: 



	Interpretation
	Maintaining the forest cover ratio indicates greater biodiversity conservation and a decreasing rate of deforestation.

	Limitations
	The indicator does not provide information on the quality of the forest.
It only considers inland water bodies and ecosystems without the potential to maintain forests.


RELEVANCE FOR ILAC
	Aim / Purpose
	Ensure sustainable management of the Region’s forest resources, significantly reducing current deforestation rates.

	International conventions and agreements
	Convention on Biological Diversity, United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification and the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, Convention concerning the Protection of World Cultural and Natural Heritage, the Washington Convention.

	International Targets/Standards
	This corresponds to indicator 7.1 of MDG Target 7a “Integrate the principles of sustainable development into country policies and programmes and reverse the loss of environmental resources” of the seventh MDG to “Ensure Environmental Sustainability”.

	National Targets/Standards
	


	General Comments on the Indicator
For more information on definitions, data collection methodology and access to forest inventories in each country, it is suggested that the website of the Forest Resources Assessment (FRA), be consulted where reports for each country can be found that were prepared with the methodology developed with FAO and the participation of the countries: http://www.fao.org/forestry/site/fra2005/es/ 
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