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INDICATOR IDENTIFICATION
	Thematic area
	1. BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY

	ILAC Goal
	1.3 Ensure the equitable distribution of benefits arising from genetic resources

	Specific objective
	1.3.1 Adopt regulatory frameworks related to access to genetic resources and the fair and equitable sharing of benefits derived from their utilization, consistent with the Convention on Biological Diversity and the Nagoya Protocol (if applicable)

	Name of indicator
	1.3.1.1 Number of projects authorized for using genetic resources that generate benefits at a national level

	Unit of measurement
	Integer numbers

	Periodicity
	Annual

	Scope
	National

	Availability
	

	
	Start
	
	End
	



INDICATOR DESCRIPTION
	Definition
	Article 2 of the Convention on Biological Diversity defines "genetic resources" as genetic material with an actual or potential value. The same article defines "genetic material" as any material of plant, animal, microbial or other origin containing functional units of heredity.

According to the Nagoya Protocol, the “utilization of genetic resources means to conduct research and development on the genetic and/or biochemical composition of genetic resources, including through the application of biotechnology as defined in Article 2 of the Convention on Biological Diversity.”

	Calculation method
	To calculate the indicator, the total number of authorizations granted by the national authority for accessing genetic resources that generate monetary or non-monetary benefits to the country is counted, according to the formula:

PB = ∑Paj t

PB = Number of projects authorized for utilizing genetic resources that generate benefits to the country

∑Pa = total number of projects authorized  that generate benefits to providers in the jth spatial reference unit at time t.

	International data source
	Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity
Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety

	National data source
	Ministries of Environment/Natural Resources
Ministries of Agriculture, Fisheries
Ministries of Production or similar
Agricultural Innovation Institutes or similar
National Commission for Biodiversity Management or similar

	Type of data source


	Census

	
	Monitoring station
	
	Survey
	
	Administrative record
	X

	
	
	
	Direct estimate
	
	Other
	

	Interpretation
	This indicator quantifies the number of projects that are authorized in a given year for utilizing genetic resources and providing benefits to the country; benefits might be monetary or in-kind in the form of training, academic certifications, technology transfer, compensation through infrastructure works, facilitating access to end products derived from access (e.g., pharmaceuticals) or others.


	Shortcomings
	The indicator should be calculated only for those countries that have regulations in place governing access to genetic resources, and that keep records of the results of projects receiving authorization for prospection.
The indicator does not provide a qualitative assessment of the procedures for accessing genetic resources that are applied in a country or of the benefits derived from them. That is, various types of benefits (e.g. tangible and intangible, monetary and non-monetary) are "pooled " by this indicator.

	
	




RELEVANCE FOR ILAC
	Aim/Purpose
	This indicator aims to evaluate the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from the utilization of genetic resources. Benefit sharing can be evaluated, for example, in terms of the number of local researchers, communities or institutions that benefit.

	Related international agreements or conventions
	1) Convention on Biological Diversity
2) Nagoya Protocol
3) Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety
4) International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture

	Related international Goals/Standards
	Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD).
Decision 391 of the Andean Community (CAN), The Commission of the Cartagena Agreement on a Common Regime on Access to Genetic Resources.

	Related national Goals/Standards
	

	Support indicators
	1. Number of access procedures signed/total number of access projects
1. Number of applications for access to commercial, scientific utilization, etc.
1. Number of contracts signed that include obligations on the fair and equitable sharing of monetary benefits/total number of contracts signed





	General comments on the indicator  
The value of this indicator depends on the number of project applications submitted by researchers or entrepreneurs in a given year. Not all the applications that result in a contract to access genetic resources; some of them do not require any contract or, in some cases, the applicant terminates the study.
Applications for scientific purposes usually involve non-monetary benefits, as defined in the Bonn Guidelines. Non-monetary benefits may include:
a) Sharing of research results
b) Collaboration, cooperation and contribution in scientific research and development programmes, particularly biotechnological research activities, in the provider country whenever possible
c) Participation in the development of value-added products
d) Collaboration, cooperation in and contribution to education and training
e) Admittance to ex situ facilities of genetic resources and databases. 
 
Access contracts for commercial purposes usually involve monetary benefits.

	References
 
1. Convention on Biological Diversity (CDB). 1992.
1. Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from their Utilization. 2010.
1. CAN Decision 391




