
          METHODOLOGICAL SHEET
ILAC Indicators
(The unshaded areas are to be filled in at national level)

INDICATOR IDENTIFICATION
	Thematic area
	3. VULNERABILITY, HUMAN SETTLEMENTS AND SUSTAINABLE CITIES

	ILAC Objective
	3.4 Water pollution.

	Specific Objective
	3.4.1 Broaden coverage of drinking water services and sewage treatment

	Indicator Name
	3.4.1.1 Proportion of the population with sustainable access to better sources of drinking water supply 

	Unit of Measurement
	Percentage of total population 

	Time Period
	Annual

	Application Scale
	National 

	Availability
	

	
	From
	
	To
	


GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF INDICATOR
	Definition
	Indicates the proportion of the population with access to improved supply of safe drinking water compared to the total population.  

The Joint Monitoring Programme (WHO-UNICEF) defines access to water supply in terms of the types of technologies and levels of services offered.  It also defines access to water supply services as the availability of at least 20 litres per person per day from “improved” sources situated within a kilometre of the user’s household.  Improved sources, it points out, are all those that usually provide safe water.  It defines “improved” water supply technologies as: household connection, public source, borehole, protected dug well, protected spring, rainwater collection.  
As “not improved”: unprotected well, unprotected spring, vendor provided water, bottled water (based on considerations related to the amount of water supplied, rather than on water quality) and water supplied by a tanker.  The 2000 assessment did not provide a standard definition of rural or urban areas.  An urban-rural definition provided by the countries themselves was used.  

	Methodology
	DWS = (#PSWS / #P) * 100

Where

DWS = Proportion of the population with sustainable access to better sources of drinking water supply
#PSWS = number of people with access to improved safe drinking water supply, in a specified geographic area and period
#P = total number of persons residing in the same area and during the same time period

	methodology (if modified by country)
	

	International source
	 

	National source
	

	Type of information source
	Census
	
	Survey
	
	Administrative Record
	

	
	Monitoring Station
	
	Direct Estimate
	
	Others
	

	
	 

	Interpretation
	 

	Limitations
	 


RELEVANCE FOR ILAC
	Aim / Purpose
	The purpose of this indicator is to monitor the progress of the population’s access to drinking water.  Access to drinking water is of paramount importance in reducing the risk and the incidence of diseases transmitted by faeces. This indicator is related to other socioeconomic characteristics such as education and income, making it a good universal human development indicator.  

	International conventions and agreements
	Millennium Development Goals

	International Targets/Standards
	Goal 7 Target 10 that establishes: Halve, by 2015, the proportion of people without sustainable access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation. 

	National Targets/Standards
	 


	General Comments on the Indicator  
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